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WELCOME TO ST. FRANCIS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

  

St. Francis Christian School is a ministry of the First Baptist Church of St. Francis, 

Minnesota. It is as much a part of the ministry as the Sunday morning worship service. 

The school board is the deacon board of First Baptist Church.  All staff are born-again 

believers.  

  

The chief aim of the school is to train children and to obey Deuteronomy 6:4-9. The 

main goal of SFCS is to develop Christian young people with the character to do what 

God expects of them. The Westminster Catechism says it best: "Man's chief end is to 

glorify God and enjoy Him forever."  

  

SFCS gives preference to young people who desire Christian education. We thank God 

for the students that He has already provided for our school, and we look to Him for 

guidance as we enroll more students.  

  

Attending SFCS is a privilege, not a right. Faculty and parents must work together to 

train youth in the way that they should go. When there is a misunderstanding, we need 

to use the Four Rules of Communication:   

  

1.  Be honest.  

2.  Keep current.  

3.  Attack the problem, not the person.  

4.    Act, don’t react.    

   

PRAY FOR SFCS DAILY 

   

Statement of Faith  

The St. Francis Christian School is not a separate organization from the First Baptist 

Church of St. Francis. We, therefore, have for our Doctrinal Statement the Statement of 

Faith of the First Baptist Church of St. Francis, MN. Copies are available to all parents 

upon request.  

  

ORGANIZATION OF THE SCHOOL 

 

1.  The PASTOR: The pastor is the chief administrator of the school and is responsible   

 for the general oversight of the institution.  

  

2.  The ADMINISTRATOR/PRINCIPAL: The principal has direct supervision of the   

 students and is responsible to the chief administrator and the deacons.  

  

3.  The FACULTY and STAFF: The administrator is responsible for employing the 

 needed personnel.  All personnel will be answerable to the administrator.  

   



 

Stated Purposes of the School  

1. To assist each student to develop his total personality in the Biblical pattern: "in 

WISDOM (academically); in STATURE (physically); in FAVOR WITH GOD  

(spiritually) and WITH MAN (socially)."  (Luke 2:52)   

2. To assist each child in discovering and developing his God-given talents and       

abilities in creativity, communications and academics.  

3. To promote self-discipline by training the student to be relevant, consistent, 

appreciative, responsible and thorough.  

4. To assist each child in seeking God's purpose for his life.  

5. To overcome failure.  

6. To provide better opportunities to meet individual differences in students.   
7. To help each child learn how to live to honor the Lord by meeting the daily 

responsibilities which God has entrusted to him.  

   8.  To train each student in matters of courtesy through Biblical discipline. 

 

Parental Involvement  

Parent-Teacher Fellowship (P.T.F.) and parent conferences promote a good 

understanding between parents, the faculty and the administration of SFCS. Every 

parent must be committed to attend every meeting.  

  

There will be a few meetings throughout the school year. The dates for these meetings 

will be announced at the first meeting. Student conferences are held at the end of the 

first semester. There could be more conferences scheduled as the teachers and/or 

parents feel the need for a conference.  Both parents are encouraged attend the 

Parent-Teacher Conference at which time they will receive their child's report card.  

Parents are encouraged to contact the school whenever they have questions about 

their child's progress.  

  

  

Admissions Standards  

As stated earlier, attending SFCS is a privilege, not a right. SFCS will only open 

enrollment to students and parents who desire a Christian education. We thank God 

for the students and parents He has provided for our school, and look for His guidance 

as we enroll more students.  First Baptist Church and SFCS shall not discriminate 

against members, applicants, students, and others on the basis of race, color or 

national or ethnic origin.  

  

St. Francis Christian School is a uniquely religious, educational institution that seeks to 
provide a quality education in a distinct Christian environment.  One of the goals of St. 
Francis Christian School is to work with parents and guardians to train Christian young 
men and women to be salt and light in their communities. St. Francis Christian School 
believes that the Bible is the inspired Word of God and sets forth absolute truth by 
which Christians are to live. St. Francis Christian School expects and requires that both 
students and parents support the school in its distinct mission and in its Biblical beliefs. 
In relying of the teachings of Scripture, St. Francis Christian School believes that the 
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Bible prohibits sexual immorality of any type, including but not limited to pornography, 
homosexuality, or any other sexual activity outside the marriage of one man and one 
woman. On those occasions in which a particular home or student is acting counter to 
or in opposition to the Biblical beliefs and lifestyle that the school teaches, the school 
reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to refuse admission to an applicant or to 
discontinue enrollment of a current student. This includes, but is not limited to, living 
in, condoning, or supporting any form of sexual immorality; practicing or promoting a 
homosexual lifestyle or alternative gender identity; or otherwise having the inability to 
support the moral principles of the school as stated throughout this handbook.  

  

Romans 1:24-27  

Leviticus 18:22   

Leviticus 20:13  

I Corinthians 6:9-11  

  

Admissions requirements for K4-6 students are as follows:  

1. The parents agree to support SFCS’s standards of conduct and doctrinal        

statement.  

2. The student has the ability to succeed in SFCS’s academic environment.  

  

Admissions requirements for 7-12 grade students are as follows:  

1. The student must express a desire to be a student at SFCS and agree to abide by 

the rules of SFCS.  

2. The parents agree to support SFCS’s standards of conduct and Doctrinal  

Statement.  

3. The student has the ability to succeed in SFCS’s academic environment.  

  

Admissions Policy  

 For all parents interested in enrolling children, the following procedure should be 

followed:  

  

1.  Conference with the Pastor and/or Principal.  

2.  Submit the following forms:  

           Application  

           Health records  

           School records  

3.  Payment of a $50 nonrefundable registration fee per student (maximum 3 fees                               

 per family)   

  

You will be contacted with the school’s final decision.    For further information please 

call the school office.  

  
  



 

Accreditation  

This is possibly the most frequently asked question concerning our school. It breaks 

down into two areas of consideration:  

  

First, can students transfer freely to and from our school to public school? Our answer 

based on our experience is a firm, "YES!"  

  

Second, are we accredited by the state? The answer is "no" for the following reasons: 

 

Most private schools have not sought accreditation by a governmental agency for 

several reasons.  First, private schools would be required to use textbooks adopted by 

the state. Such textbooks are developed by secular writers who reject our Lord Jesus 

Christ and, in fact, extol concepts contrary to teachings of the Bible.  

  

Furthermore, accreditation dictates a school employee, a curriculum and/or a teacher 

certification standard often in opposition to those of Christian institutions.  

  

Accreditation of a private Christian school is not necessary for a graduate who wishes 

to enroll in a college or university. Registrars of such institutions are interested in 

academic merits of individual students, not in the name of their school graduation.  

Thus, they evaluate each applicant’s academic aptitude through nationally standardized 

tests.  The instructional program of our school is designed and implemented to 

properly train students who wish to continue their education beyond high school.    

  

We do meet all the requirements of the "definition of a school" that have been 

established by the State of Minnesota.  

 

 

ACADEMICS 

  

Curriculum  

St. Francis Christian School seeks to use materials and procedures to make all aspects 

of our curriculum Christian. Our teachers are trained to help our students become 

more Christ-like each day. St. Francis Christian School uses textbooks and instructional 

materials from Christian publishers whenever possible.  ABeka Book Publications of 

Pensacola, Florida and Bob Jones University Press of Greenville, South Carolina 

produce most of the curriculum.  Alpha-Omega’s Ignitia may be used for some subject 

matter in grades 4-12.  
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Homework  

There is a certain amount of work that students will have to do outside of the 

classroom. Parents and students must be careful to check and be sure all homework is 

done for the next school day. As we always emphasize, good communication between 

parents and teachers will result in the most effective learning experience for the 

students.  

  

Plagiarism  

The Merriam-Webster dictionary states that plagiarizing is “to steal and pass off (the 
ideas or words of another) as one’s own: use (another’s production) without crediting 
the source . . . to commit literary theft: present as new and original an idea or product 
derived from an existing source.”  Plagiarism includes not only intentional misuse of 
someone else’s work, but also unintentional misuse.  It is becoming a very serious 
problem at all levels of education.  The computer and the internet have made the 
practice of copying material very easy.  Plagiarism is unethical and dishonest, but it is 
also illegal.  SFCS will not tolerate any form of plagiarism on any paper turned in for 
credit.  Students will receive detailed classroom training and instruction on how to 
recognize and avoid plagiarism in their assignments.  Any student who turns in an 
assignment containing plagiarism to be graded will be given a zero for the assignment 
and demerits for the conduct.  Repeat offenders will be given a greater number of 
demerits.  

  
"plagiarize." Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary. 2009.  Merriam-Webster Online.      31 July 2009   

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/plagiarize 

 

  

Grading Scale  

Grades and grade point averages are assigned based on the following grade scale.  

      

    Grade      Grade Percentage    Grade Points 

  A   90-100   4  

 B   80-89    3  

 C   70-79    2  

                          D   60-69    1  

                F                      Below 59                    0    

   

  

Promotion-Retention  

Students will be promoted to the next grade or retained in the same grade based on 

these criteria:  

• Elementary age students who receive three D’s for final grades will be promoted 

on probationary basis provided they complete approved studies through the 

summer.   
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• Students who receive three F’s are automatically retained in the same grade. 

Students, who do not get three D’s or F’s, will be promoted to the next grade.  

• High School students who receive 2 F’s in required courses are automatically 

retained in the same grade.  

• High School students who receive 2 D’s will have a conference with the 

principal/administration to see where they are academically.  
  
Policy and Procedures Concerning Post-Secondary Education Options  
  

• Graduation Requirements from SFCS 

o Credits needed for graduation  

 Bible    4 credits  

  (An exception could be made for a student who transfers to SFCS  

 during grades 9-12)  

 English  4 credits  

 History  4 credits  

   (Geography, World History, US History, Economic or   

   US Government)   

 Science  3 credits  

 Math    4 credits  

 Physical Education 1.5 credits (1/2 credit per year)  

 Electives  3 credits  

  (Electives credits must be from a SFCS course or a course approved   

 by SFCS)  
  

We recognize there are tremendous opportunities available for a high school student to 

attend college during their high school years.  There are some dangerous pitfalls to be 

avoided in this area of education.  After careful consideration and wise counsel, SFCS 

has chosen to follow these guidelines concerning PSEO.  
  

• Any student planning to enroll in PSEO must follow the procedures and 

policies of SFCS listed below:  
  

1. Only students in the eleventh and twelfth grade may enroll in PSEO.  

2. A student must have at least a 3.0 grade average in grades 9-12.  

3. A student may only take 2 (two) college courses per semester.  If a student 
desires to take more than 2 classes, the student and parents must meet with 
the administration.  All courses selected must be approved by the 
administration of SFCS.  

4. College course credit will be applied toward graduation with a ratio of:  

    4 college credits = 1 high school credit  

 5.  Class scheduling must be approved by SFCS.  

6. If a student’s work in SFCS high school begins to suffer, the student must        

drop the college courses.  

7. Incurred financial costs are the responsibilities of the student and his/her 

parents.  
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STANDARDS OF CONDUCT 

  

Students of SFCS are expected to refrain from talking about or engaging in cheating, 

swearing, smoking or other tobacco use, gambling, rock music (secular or "Christian”), 

dancing, drinking, alcoholic beverages, using inappropriate language and using drugs in 

any form.    

  

They are to act in an orderly and respectful manner, maintaining Christian standards in 

courtesy, kindness, language, morality and honesty. Students must agree to strive 

toward unquestionable character in dress, conduct, and attitude.   

  

Griping is not tolerated. Property which is marked on or defaced is to be replaced at the 

offending student's expense.  

  

Cell phones, AND ALL electronic devices must be checked in at the school office upon 

arrival  -  NO exceptions.  Use of personal laptops must be authorized by school 

administration.  

  

Radios, comic books, unapproved magazines, matches, lighters, water guns, 

pocketknives, or any type of weapon, are not permitted on school campus.  

  

ANTI-BULLYING POLICY 

St. Francis Christian School 

  

Statement of Intent  

St. Francis Christian School is committed to providing a caring, friendly and safe 

environment for all of its students so they can learn in a relaxed and secure 

atmosphere.  Bullying is prohibited at St. Francis Christian School.  It will not be 

tolerated during the school day or during any school-sponsored activities on or off the 

school grounds.  Bullying, harassment, and intimidation are actions that are contrary to 

the teachings of God’s Word.  This behavior is against the Godly principles and 

character traits taught in Scripture and destroys respect for the dignity of the student, 

undermines the Christian atmosphere of the school, and deprives the student a safe 

and caring learning environment.  Anyone who knows that bullying is happening is 

expected to tell the staff.  

  

  

What Is Bullying?  

Bullying is the use of aggression with the apparent intention of hurting another person.  

Bullying results in pain and distress to the victim.  Note that some kinds of bullying 

listed below cross over into other areas of abuse as well, such as child abuse or 

violent/threatening behaviors; such behaviors may be dealt with according to these 

other school policies as well.   
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Bullying can be:  

  

• Emotional:  being unfriendly, excluding, tormenting (e.g. hiding books, 

threatening gestures), ridiculing  

• Physical:  pushing, kicking, hitting, pinching, any use or threat of violence, or any 

unwanted physical contact  

• Verbal:  name-calling, sarcasm, spreading rumors, teasing [could be racist or 

sexual in content]  

• Cyber:  All areas of internet, such as email & internet chat room misuse  

• Mobile threats or insults by text messaging & calls  

• Misuse of associated technology, i.e., cameras & videos  

  

  

Why is it Important to Respond to Bullying?  

Bullying hurts.  No one deserves to be a victim of bullying.  Everybody has the right to 

be treated with respect.  Students who are bullying need to be confronted with and 

repent of the harm they are doing to others and to themselves, and they need to learn 

different ways of behaving.  

  

Schools have a responsibility to respond promptly and effectively to issues of bullying.  

  

  

Objectives of this Policy  

  

• All staff, students and parents should have an understanding of what bullying is.  

• All staff should know what the school policy is on bullying, and follow it when 

bullying is observed or reported.  

• All students and parents should know what the school policy is on bullying, and 

what they should do if bullying arises.  

• As a school we take bullying seriously.  Students and parents should be assured 

that they will be supported when bullying is reported.  

• Bullying will not be tolerated.  

  

  

Procedures  

  

1. Students are to report bullying incidents to staff (adviser or teacher or                     

 administrator).  

2. The teacher will complete a Bullying Incident Report and give a copy to the 

principal.  

3. The teacher and principal (possibly with a counselor) will decide an appropriate 

course of action, including some or all of the following measures:  

• The teacher or principal will investigate the incident.  
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• The teacher or principal will meet with the students involved in an attempt to 

bring repentance and reconciliation.  

• Parents will be informed and asked to come in for a meeting.  

• Counseling will be offered to or arranged for the victim.  

• The bully may be disciplined, up to and including suspension or dismissal.   

  

  

Goals   

We will strive to meet the following goals through monitoring, accountability and 

restorative programs along with consequences/discipline as needed.   

1. Repentance (sorrow and change) on the part of the bully.  

2. Healing for the student being bullied.  

3. Reconciliation of all parties concerned.  

4. The end of bullying.  

  

  

Off-Limit Areas 

  

1. Telephones and electronic devices without the permission of one of the Pastors, the          

Principal or church secretary.                                      

2. Teacher's desk, files or materials.  

3. All church equipment without permission.  

4. Nursery, auditorium or parts of building outlined during orientation.  

5. Leaving school area during school hours without permission.  

  

  

Inspections   

SFCS reserves the right to inspect automobiles, lockers, desks, backpacks, purses, and 

pockets, if circumstances require.  

  

  

Music  

Only Christian music that glorifies the Lord is permitted at SFCS. Instruments are to be 

played only with permission. This includes student's instruments as well as church 

instruments.  

  

  

Discipline  

Ours is not a correctional institution. Consequently, we ask that you do not enroll your 

child with the idea that we will reform them for you. We are placed here to work with 

the home, but not to take the place of the parents who have experienced difficulty 

fulfilling their roles.   
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Students must at all times conduct themselves in a manner becoming a Christian. If 

your child comes home complaining about a policy or discipline, please follow 

this procedure:  
  

1. Give the school the benefit of the doubt.  

2. Realize that the student’s report may be emotionally biased without ALL the   

information.  

3. Realize that we have reasons for all the rules and that they are enforced without      

favor.  

4. Support the administration and call us for all the facts.  

5. Practice the 4 Rules of Communication:    
     

   1.  Be honest.  

  2.  Keep current.          

    3.  Attack the problem, not the person.  

     4.  Act, don’t react.  
  

Secondary students, in particular because of their testimony before younger children, 

are expected to adhere to the school philosophy and Christ-centered program. Such 

includes abstinence from using tobacco, swearing, drugs, immoral behavior with 

opposite sex and any other questionable practice.  
  

We are dedicated to the training of children in a program of study, activity and living 

that is Christ-centered. We believe "that all things should be done decently and in 

order" and that all students should be taught to accept a God-given responsibility to 

"walk honorably before all men." Thus discipline is maintained which is firm, consistent, 

fair, and tempered with love. Our faculty maintains standards of behavior in the 

classroom through kindness, love, and a genuine regard for their students.  However 

when corporal punishment is necessary, parents will be asked to come to school and 

spank the child.  
  
Students are reminded that the Lord Jesus Christ expects us to be disciplined in all of 
life:   

"Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord."    

Colossians 3:20  
  

"Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers…."    Romans 13:1a  
  

"Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourself…."  Hebrews 13:17a  
             

"For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are 

the way of life."   Proverbs 6:23  
  

"Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far 

from him."   Proverbs 22:15  
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St. Francis Christian School 
Internet Acceptable Use Agreement 

 

Internet access is available to students and teachers in the St. Francis Christian School.  

We are very pleased to bring this access to St. Francis Christian School and believe the 
Internet offers vast, diverse, and unique resources to both students and teachers. Our 
goal in providing this service to teachers and students is to promote educational 
excellence in schools by facilitating resource sharing, innovation, and communication.  

The Internet is an electronic highway connecting thousands of computers all over the 

world and millions of individual subscribers.   

With access to computers and people all over the world also comes the availability of 
material that may not be considered to be of educational value in the context of the 
school setting. St. Francis Christian School has taken precautions to restrict access to 
controversial materials. However, on a global network it is impossible to control all 
materials and an industrious user may discover controversial information. We (St. 
Francis Christian School) firmly believe that the valuable information and interaction 
available on this worldwide network far outweighs the possibility that users may 
procure material that is not consistent with the educational goals of the school.  

Internet access is coordinated through a complex association of government agencies, 
and regional and state networks. In addition, the smooth operation of the network 
relies upon the proper conduct of the end users who must adhere to strict guidelines. 
These guidelines are provided here so that you are aware of the responsibilities you are 
about to acquire. In general this requires efficient, ethical and legal utilization of the 
network resources. If a St. Francis Christian School user violates any of these 
provisions, his or her account will be terminated and future access could possibly be 
denied.  

The signature(s) at the end of this document is (are) legally binding and indicates the 
party (parties) who signed has (have) read the terms and conditions carefully and 
understand(s) their significance.  

  

 

Internet--Terms and Conditions of Use  

  

1) Acceptable Use - The purpose of the backbone networks making up the Internet 

is to support research and education in and among academic institutions by providing 

access to unique resources and the opportunity for collaborative work. The use of your 

account must be in support of education and research and consistent with the 

educational objectives of the St. Francis Christian School.  Use of other organization's 

network or computing resources must comply with the rules appropriate for that 
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network. Transmission of any material in violation of any national or state regulation is 

prohibited. This includes, but is not limited to: copyrighted material, threatening or 

obscene material, or material protected by trade secret.  

 

2) Privileges - The use of the Internet is a privilege, not a right, and inappropriate 
use will result in a cancellation of those privileges. (Each student or teacher who 
receives an account will be part of a discussion with a St. Francis Christian School staff 
member pertaining to the proper use of the network.) The system administrators will 
deem what is inappropriate use and their decision is final. Also, the system 
administrators may close an account at any time as required. The administration, 
faculty, and staff of St. Francis Christian School may request the system administrator 
to deny, revoke, or suspend specific user accounts.  

3) Network Etiquette - You are expected to abide by the generally accepted rules 
of network etiquette. These include (but are not limited to) the following: a) Be polite. 
Do not get abusive in your messages to others.  

b) Use appropriate language. Do not swear, use vulgarities or any other inappropriate         

language.  

c) Illegal activities are strictly forbidden.  

d) Do not reveal your personal address or phone numbers of students or colleagues.  

e) Note that electronic mail (e-mail) is not guaranteed to be private. People who 
operate the system do have access to all mail. Messages relating to or in support of 
illegal activities may be reported to the authorities.  

f) Do not use the network in such a way that you would disrupt the use of the network 

by other users.  

g) All communications and information accessible via the network should be assumed to 

be private property. 

4)  St. Francis Christian School makes no warranties of any kind, whether expressed 

or implied, for the service it is providing. St. Francis Christian School will not be 

responsible for any damages you suffer. This includes loss of data resulting from 

delays, nondeliveries, miss-deliveries, or service interruptions caused by its own 

negligence or your errors or omissions. Use of any information obtained via the 

Internet is at your own risk. St. Francis Christian School specifically denies any 

responsibility for the accuracy or quality of information obtained through its services.  

 

5)  Security - Security on any computer system is a high priority, especially when 
the system involves many users. If you feel you can identify a security problem on 
the Internet, you must notify a system administrator or your St. Francis Christian 
School Internet Coordinator. Do not demonstrate the problem to other users. Do not 
use another individual's account without written permission from that individual. 
Attempts to logon to the Internet as a system administrator will result in cancellation 
of user privileges. Any user identified as a security risk or having a history of 
problems with other computer systems may be denied access to Internet.  
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6)  Vandalism - Vandalism will result in cancellation of privileges. Vandalism is 
defined as any malicious attempt to harm or destroy data of another user, Internet, 
or any of the above listed agencies or other networks that are connected to any of 
the Internet backbones. This includes, but not limited to, the uploading or creation of 
computer viruses.  

 

Demerits  

Students in grades 7-12 will be given demerits if their behavior is not within the limits of 

acceptable school behavior. Proverbs 21:11 states, “When the scorner is punished, the  

simple is made wise: and when the wise is instructed, he receiveth knowledge.”  
Demerits will not correct unacceptable behavior in a student. There must be a change in 

the desires that control a student’s actions. Parents, students and the school must work 

together using scriptural principles to build Christian character and correct behaviors 

found unacceptable. The following list serves as a guideline for how many demerits a 

students may receive for these infractions. The administration will prayerfully consider 

every situation when applying demerits to a student offence. Demerits are useful in 

tracking unacceptable behavior in students. Parents and students are notified of any 

demerits applied by a Pass A Note on the Sycamore account. Please check your 

Sycamore account daily.    

    

 Offense                           Demerits (points)  

  1. Classroom misconduct (talking, tardiness, homework, etc.)   1 demerit  

  2. Gum  3 demerits  

  3. Dress code offense  5 demerits  

  4. Destruction of school or church property  10-25 demerits  

  5. Attitude (critical, complaining, mocking or ridiculing)  10-25 demerits  

  6. Unexcused absence -    Day  

                                     Class hour  

20-25 demerits 5-

15 demerits  

  7. Automobile misconduct  10-15 demerits  

  8. Mistreatment of other students, their property  

    (horseplay or mean practical joke)  

10-20 demerits  

  9. Sleeping in class  15-40 demerits  

10. Possession of a prohibited item  25 demerits  

11. Fighting  25 demerits  

12. Dismissal from class  20-25 demerits  

13. Vulgarity (language or actions)  25-50 demerits  

14. Disrespect  25-40 demerits  

15. Improper social conduct  15-40 demerits  

16. Profanity  25-50 demerits  
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17. Lying or cheating  10-25 demerits  

18. Tobacco use  40-75 demerits 

possible expulsion  

19. Pornography  50-75 demerits 

possible expulsion  

20. Stealing  50-75 demerits 

possible expulsion  

21. Immorality  75 demerits 

expulsion  

22. Alcohol or substance use  75 demerits  

expulsion  

23.  Sharing medication (Tylenol, etc)  40 demerits  

24.  Cell Phone violations  10 demerits  

  

 

CONSEQUENCES FOR DEMERIT ACCUMULATION 

  

Detention - Grades 7-12  

Demerits are given for disturbances and broken rules. Three minor offences in one day 

will result in detention.  When a student has detention, he/she will receive a detention 

slip notifying the parents.  This should be signed and returned the next day to school. 

Behavioral detentions will be scheduled for Saturday morning at 8:00 AM.  Detention 

monitor will be paid $10.00 per ½ hour.  Fee will be paid by the parents.  

ParentsAdministration conferences will be scheduled when students  repeatedly commit 

the same offences.  

  

  

Consequences for Demerits Earned in a Semester  

25 demerits  A letter sent home to parents  (confirmed by phone call)  

  

40 demerits  Parent-School conference. Student will have two weeks of counseling 

with Pastor and be suspended from all extracurricular activities for two 

weeks.  

  

50 demerits        Suspension from school for three days and dropped from all  

extracurricular activities.  

   

75 demerits  Student will be dismissed from St. Francis Christian School.  
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Grounds for Dismissal  

The school reserves the right to dismiss or deny re-admission to students for reasons 

the administration deems just. They may come under the following categories:  

1. Attitude incompatibility   

2. Uncooperative spirit  

3. Chronic unexcused absences or tardiness  

4. Non-conformity to standards of conduct and grooming  

5. Lack of parental cooperation  

6. Inability to respond to curriculum  

  
Use of alcoholic beverages, use of drugs, use of tobacco, or immoral sexual behavior 
will result in the immediate dismissal from school, regardless of where such 
behaviors take place. SFCS reserves the right to deny admission to any child with a 
history of such behavior.  
  

If the Administration of the school feels that a student should be dismissed 

immediately from school for any of these reasons, the student will be suspended from 

school. The final decision to expel the student will be made by the 

administration in conjunction with the deacons.  

 

 

Attendance Requirements  

Students should be here for the first bell at 7:50 AM and are expected to be in their 

classroom at 8:00 AM. If a student is tardy more than once in a week corrective 

measures may be taken by the school.   

  

Being tardy is considered a serious offense. Being on time is a sign of strong character. 

If it is necessary for your child to come to school late, please make arrangements ahead 

of time with the teacher or send a note explaining the tardiness.  For purposes of 

attendance, four tardies will be the equivalent to one absence. 

  

Students are expected to be in attendance at all class sessions unless sick or excused. 

Every absence retards your child's progress. A voluntary report will be sent to the State 

and the school district that you reside in. Your child's attendance is expected at all 

school activities that involve his/her class.  

  

Tardy students are required to sign in on the form provided outside the school office 

window, completing the information requested.    

  

In case of an absence, parents are expected to notify the school as to why their child 

has missed school.  Planned absences must be cleared with the school in advance and 

the work made up. If a child is sick, please call the school early in the day so we will 

know that he/she will be absent.  Students are allowed only 15 absences for the entire 
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year, excused as well as unexcused.  Exceeding 15 absences may result in failure of 

that year’s grade level.  Appeals may be made to the administration and school board.  

  

Children are not permitted to leave the school grounds without the school's permission. 

If your child has to leave school, please send a note explaining why he/she will be 

leaving. When students leave school they must leave adhering to the dress code, and  

sign out on the form provided outside the office window.   

 

Special Events Attendance Policy  

The following events are required for all 7th – 12th graders.  All dress requirements will 

be communicated prior to the actual event.  

  

• Field Trips  -  Absences will be unexcused  

• *School Concerts  (Christmas, Spring, etc)  

• School Plays  -  Attendance required for at least one performance  

• *School Awards Night  -  each student must be present  

•  

• *Athletic awards that fall on a separate night are not required for non-     

participants  

• *Baccalaureate Service - Traditionally the Sunday evening before graduation 

night.  Only required for those who are participating (bells, choir, speeches, etc.)  

• *Commencement  -  Listed in the school calendar  

* - Church-type dress is expected.  All modesty requirement outlined in the girls/boys 

regular dress section of the handbook must be followed. 

  

 

EMERGENCIES 

  

School Dismissal  

Cancellation, late start or early dismissal of school due to weather conditions will be 

announced on these local TV and Radio stations:  

    A text will be sent to your phone if the school has your text information  
 WCCO TV and Radio     KMSP TV      KSTP TV 

         KARE TV  

The status of school will also be posted on the school website.  

  

Be sure to listen for announcements of any school changes.  The school will not call 

you to notify you of school changes.  
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MEDICAL GUIDELINES 

  

All students are required to provide the school with a medical history. If your child 

transfers into our school, we will request the forms from his/her previous school. 

Students are required by law to have measles, rubella, mumps, polio, hepatitis, and 

DTP immunizations. These must be documented on the child's medical history.  There 

are some exceptions to this law.  Please check with the school office for these 

exceptions. A physical exam is required for all students when they enroll in kindergarten 

and may be required for other students.  

  

If a student needs medical attention, school officials will call the parents or the student's 

doctor or the doctor of our choice (in that order). No staff member is allowed to 

administer any medicines, tranquilizers, ASPIRIN, etc. to any student without written 

permission from the parents.  All medicines must be checked in at the office.  Students 

are not to share medication.   

  

 

 

Health Policy  

If your child has vomiting, diarrhea, sore throat, fever, or rash or has had these within 

24 hours, he/she MUST NOT COME to school. With the occurrence of communicable 

disease, please notify the school as soon as possible.  

  

You should consult your doctor for advice concerning the length of time to keep your 

child out of school to avoid threatening the health of the other students for the 

following illnesses or health problems:  

  

  Chicken pox  

  German measles and other measles  

  Mumps  

  Scarlet fever  

  Strep throat ** Student must be free from fever and on strep throat                               

  medicine for at least 24 hrs before he/she returns to school.  

  Whooping cough  

  Pink eye  

  Head lice  

  

In the event of illness or an accident it is critical that the school be able to contact you. 

Be sure that all contact phone numbers and insurance numbers are kept current in the 

school office.  
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PAYMENT OF TUITION 
 

All tuition and fees are paid to St. Francis Christian School each month unless the entire 

school tuition is paid before school begins. Please send all payments to school by the th 

10 of the months September through June.  Tuition that becomes seriously delinquent 

will put the student(s) in jeopardy of not being allowed in school until the account is 

made current.  
  

TRANSPORTATION 
 

Parents are responsible to transport their own children to school. If students ride on the 

public bus system, they will still have to be in school even though there will not be bus 

service some days. If parents need to use public transportation, their students may 

leave school early to ride home on the buses. A student who drives himself/herself to 

school must be a licensed driver. All cars are off-limits until school is dismissed at the 

end of the day.  Drivers are expected to obey the speed limit signs.  Driving privileges 

may be suspended for unsafe operation of vehicles.  SFCS is not responsible for policing 

student car pools.  If you have a concern about who your child rides with, please notify 

the school.  

  

GROOMING STANDARDS 
  

No aspect of a Christian's testimony is so readily obvious as the matter of appearance. 

We hold that Christians should present themselves so that Christ is honored and 

pleased.  
  

Appropriate clothing encourages responsible behavior.  One's personal appearance is a 

manifestation of self-esteem and reinforces responsible behavior.  We make no apology 

for the fact that we seek to use every means at our disposal, including clothing 

regulations, to encourage students to think and act like ladies and gentlemen.  We 

expect all students to cheerfully adhere to our standards even though their parents', 

church's or personal standards may be different from that of the school's.  Demerits 

will be given for violations even if the parents are at fault.  A notice will be sent 

home for infractions.  If the infraction is deemed immodesty, you may bring other 

clothing, or your child will be sent home, or appropriate clothing will be provided for the 

day.    
  

Allowances to dress code regulations may be made due to inclement weather, physical 

needs (example: casts, etc.) and/or problems of modesty.  
  

Students need to be careful of what they advertise on the clothes they wear.  Imprints 

must not be offensive or anti-Christian in nature.  The administration reserves the right 

to pass judgment on any and all imprinting.  
  

It is the expectation of SFCS that no student receive a tattoo while enrolled 

as a student in St. Francis Christian School.  
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Requirements for Boys  

  
Regular Dress  

Pants: Modest casual or dress slacks.    

• NO blue denim pants or material that has a faded, worn-out appearance, 

sweats, athletic warm-up style pants, military style, or tight-fitting pants.    

• Docker-style pants, carpenter-style pants or cargo pants of any color are 

approved.  

  

Belts:  Belts must be worn if the pants are made for a belt.  

  

Shoes:  Boys may wear dress or casual shoes to class.  Shoes must have enclosed toes.       

  

Shirts:   

General:  

• Sleeveless shirts are not permitted.    

• Shirts need to be neat and appropriate for school.   

• Polo shirts may be any color.  

• Shirts must be tucked in.  

• No tee shirt style collar allowed.  

• No sport jerseys are permitted except on designated days.  

  

Elementary   

• Boys in K-4 may wear a tee shirt style shirt if it does not display large lettering 

and/or advertising that does not reflect our philosophy of Christian education.  

• Boys in grades 5-6 must wear a shirt with a collar, such as a regular buttondown 

shirt, or polo shirt or a turtleneck.  No tee shirt style is permitted.  

• Boys in grades 5-6:  Belts must be worn if the pants are made for a belt.  

  

Grades 7-12  

• All boys in grades 7-12 must wear a shirt with a collar such as a regular 

buttondown shirt, a polo shirt or a turtleneck.  No tee shirt style shirt is 

permitted.    

  

Jewelry:  Boys may wear a watch and/or ring. No other jewelry is permitted. (e.g. 

earring or necklace)  Any exceptions must be approved by the school administration.  

  

  

P.E. Dress  

Students in grades 7-12 P.E. class must wear P.E. dress.  Shorts and T-shirts should be 

loose-fitting, and shorts should be no more than 3 inches above the knee.   
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Hair  

Neat, trim haircuts are required.  Sideburns may not be below the ear.  Hair is to be cut 

so that it does not touch the ears.  It should not be longer than the natural hairline of 

the head.  Unusual hairstyles are not allowed.  No beards or mustaches; young men 

must be clean-shaven.  

  

We reserve the right to pass judgment on any hairstyles that may appear during the 

year.  We may also update the dress code during the year as the need arises due to 

clothing changes.  

  

  

Requirements for Girls  

  

Regular Dress  

General:    

• The bottom of the skirt or dress must reach the middle of the knee.  

• If the skirt or dress has a slit, it must not extend above the bend in the knee.  

• Neck openings may not be more than three fingers width below the clavicle.    

• Blouses and dresses must extend beyond the shoulders and be loose fitting.  

• Loose fitting means it is not forming against the body, i.e. extra fabric can be 

grasped on either side without stretching the fabric.  A midriff must never be 

exposed at any time.   

   

Elementary:   

• Girls in K-6 may wear dresses, skirts, slacks or capris to school.  

• Grades 5-6 girls must wear a polo style top, modest blouse, or shirt with collar.   

• All apparel must be modest in appearance.     

• Girls may not wear shorts, blue jeans, sweat pants, pajama pants, or yoga pants. 

 Girls may be required to wear a skirt on certain occasions.  

• K-6th grade girls must wear shorts or tights under their dresses for modesty 

during playtime or recess.  

• Leggings may not be worn unless under a knee length skirt.  

  

Grades 7-12:   

• Girls will wear modest skirts (to the middle of the knee) of any color and style, or 

slacks or capris.  

• Girls may be required to wear a dress or skirt on special occasions that the 

administration identifies.   

• Slacks or capris must be modest in appearance.    

• Girls may not wear shorts, blue jeans, sweat pants, pajama pants, or yoga pants.  
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• Girls must wear a polo shirt, modest blouse, or shirt with a collar to school.  

o Shirts and blouses may be of any color       

o Shirts and blouses must be loose fitting     

o No tee shirt style shirts are allowed  

• Leggings may not be worn unless under a knee length skirt.  

  

Shoes must have heels less than 2 ½ inches high.  Shoes must have enclosed toes.  

  

Note: Appropriate dress will be provided by the school office in the event the dress code 

is violated. 

  

P.E. Dress  

P.E. dress for girls is a pair of loose fitting shorts within 3 inches of the knee, and a 

loose fitting T-shirt.  A plain sweatshirt or school sweatshirt may be worn in cold 

weather.  Girls may wear loose-fitting nylon pants or sweat pants, but no yoga pants for 

PE.  

           

  

Cosmetics  

Cosmetics that alter the natural appearance of the young lady or young man are 

not allowed. Excessive makeup is an example of cosmetics that is unnatural.  

Fingernails must be neat and trimmed to a sanitary length.  Gaudy or distracting jewelry 

such as large dangling earrings are not allowed.    

  

The KEY PHRASE to remember in the dress code is "modesty and neatness." We expect 

our students to dress as ladies and gentlemen.  If a child comes to school improperly 

dressed, we will call the parent(s) to bring proper clothing, send the student home, or 

we will provide clothes that meet the school's dress code.  If during the course of the 

year we feel there are things that must be changed to improve our testimony, we will 

not hesitate to make the changes needed.  We will inform all students and parents of 

the changes.  

  

  

LUNCH PROCEDURE 

  

Students should bring a sack lunch to school unless they choose to purchase hot lunch 

(available 1 day per week), pizza (available 1 day per week) or Subway (available 1 day 

a week).  Elementary students often have the opportunity to have a snack in the middle 

of the morning, so a piece of fruit or other appropriate item (nothing messy or 

timeconsuming) should be included.  
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Junior-Senior High students have the use of microwave ovens to heat items they bring 

for lunch. Elementary students may use a microwave on their classroom’s designated 

day.   

   

Eating will take place only in areas designated for eating.  Students need to provide 

their own plates and utensils.  Students may NOT use any kitchen equipment to 

prepare their lunch.  Students may not store anything in the kitchen refrigerators; there 

is a refrigerator in the lunchroom for student use.  

  

There are machines that sell pop and fruit juice for students at lunch.  Milk is also 

available for purchase at a nominal cost.   

  

Students will clean up after eating.  Trash will be placed in the appropriate place.  We 

prefer plain lunch boxes, definitely none that are inconsistent with a Christian's outlook.  

  

 

VISITORS 

  

All visitors to school need to follow the same dress code as the students.  If parents or 

visitors come to school for an extended visit during school hours, they must follow the 

dress code.  All visitors must check in at the office as soon as they arrive at school and 

obtain a Visitor’s Pass.  Parents / visitors should never go directly to the 

classroom and ask for a child, since this is disruptive to the classroom and violates 

school security policies.  
     

ST. FRANCIS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL ATHLETIC STANDARDS 

  

Purpose   

The primary purpose of our athletic teams is to glorify the person of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. We want the behavior of our coaches, players and fans to be that which 

becomes a Christian. There are several other reasons for our program such as:  

  

1. Building School Spirit - Sports have the ability to build the loyalty that your  

students have toward their school.  

2. Teaching Cooperation - Sports, especially team sports, are able to teach       

students to work together in order to be successful on the field or court.   

3. Building Self-confidence - Students learn they have the ability by God's grace  

to overcome challenges when they come under pressure. They will also learn   

     to accept defeat graciously.  

4. Meet Players Where They Are  -  Learning to sense players’ needs spiritually           

and help them reach spiritual maturity that would honor the Lord Jesus Christ.  

  

Our athletic program is an extra-curricular activity of our school and church.  Hence, 

participation is on a voluntary basis.  The enrollment at the present time is small 
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enough so any students in grades 7-12 who want to compete will be on some team.  

Students in 5-6 grades may be allowed to play at the discretion of the school. Our 

athletic association, MACS, has determined that homeschool students, but not public 

school students, are allowed to play on our sports teams. We do not want to cultivate a 

"Win at any Cost" mentality, but we do want students to play hard in order to win. 

Everyone will have playing time throughout the season, but we do not expect 

coaches to necessarily sacrifice a win in order to play everyone in the game.   

  

We, the school administration, along with our coaching staff, feel that this philosophy 

can be followed successfully at St. Francis Christian School.  

   

Eligibility   

We have two eligibilities that a student must meet in order to play on a team at SFCS:  

  

Academic - Students must maintain at least a 2-point GPA on the school's 4-point GPA 

system.   Academic eligibility will be reevaluated every two weeks.  

  

Behavior - Students who receive more than one detention in a week will be ineligible for 

two weeks. Major infractions will be dealt with on a case by case basis.   

            

Game Behavior    

Should there be a behavior problem exhibited on the court or field by a student from 

SFCS, we will take the following action:  

1. Arguing or negative yelling at a teammate will result in sitting on the bench for 

the period of time the coach of that sport has determined when the year began.  

2. Arguing or negative yelling at a coach or referee will result in sitting on the bench 

for the equivalent of one complete game.                           

3. Should there be an incident of a more severe nature than these two described, 

the Athletic Director/Administration will take action, as they deem necessary.   

   

Student Responsibility  

Students are responsible for the following things:  

1. Faithfully attend all practices and adhere to rules and procedures of the coaches. 

Students must be faithful even if they are ineligible or being "sat down" for a behavior 

problem.  

2. Provide their own personal items needed to safely participate in accordance with 

the State High School League requirements (shoes, socks, undergarments, shin guards, 

mouthpieces, etc.)  

3. Students who are absent from school may not attend practice that day or play in 

a game on that day.  We strongly urge parents not to allow them to attend the game as 

a spectator because it causes conflict with those who were present at school that day.  
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Behavior of Fans  

Spectators are expected to exhibit Christian courtesy and sportsmanship while watching 

a game or contest.  It is improper to "boo" bad behavior, bad play, or bad refereeing. 

Mistakes by a referee need to be forgiven.  Angry fans can damage the testimony and 

reputation of our school.  Enjoy the game and control the negative emotions. 


